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Annual Meeting of the European Network Against Arms TradeAnnual Meeting of the European Network Against Arms TradeAnnual Meeting of the European Network Against Arms TradeAnnual Meeting of the European Network Against Arms Trade
Amsterdam, 28th of May, 2009Amsterdam, 28th of May, 2009Amsterdam, 28th of May, 2009Amsterdam, 28th of May, 2009

Switzerland has better thingsSwitzerland has better thingsSwitzerland has better thingsSwitzerland has better things

to export than armsto export than armsto export than armsto export than arms

EuropeEuropeEuropeEurope



Swiss Swiss Swiss Swiss armsarmsarmsarms exportsexportsexportsexports in 2009 in 2009 in 2009 in 2009 –––– TheTheTheThe figuresfiguresfiguresfigures

Total exports 2009: 516 Million Total exports 2009: 516 Million Total exports 2009: 516 Million Total exports 2009: 516 Million €

Main products:
- Armoured vehicles

- Ammunition

- Anti-aircraft artillery
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21 September 2007: 21 September 2007: 21 September 2007: 21 September 2007: FilingFilingFilingFiling 100100100100‘‘‘‘000 000 000 000 validvalidvalidvalid signaturessignaturessignaturessignatures to to to to thethethethe federalfederalfederalfederal chancellerychancellerychancellerychancellery

National Referendum National Referendum National Referendum National Referendum forforforfor a a a a BanBanBanBan on on on on ExportingExportingExportingExporting Arms Arms Arms Arms –––– November 2009November 2009November 2009November 2009



GatheringGatheringGatheringGathering supportsupportsupportsupport…………

Relief / Relief / Relief / Relief / foreignforeignforeignforeign aidaidaidaid agenciesagenciesagenciesagencies
terre des hommes schweiz
CARITAS Schweiz
HEKS
SWISSAID
Fastenopfer
Brot für Alle
Schweizerisches Arbeiterhilfswerk (SAH)
Gesellschaft für bedrohte Völker (GfbV)
Erklärung von Bern (EvB)
Bethlehem Mission Immensee
mission 21
cfd

ReligiousReligiousReligiousReligious OrganisationsOrganisationsOrganisationsOrganisations
Katholische Kirche des Kantons Zürich
Evangelische Frauen Schweiz 
Katholischer Frauenbund
Justitia et Pax
OeME-Kommission Bern-Stadt
Religiös-Sozialistische Vereinigung
Evangelisch-Methodistische Kirche
StopArmut2015
Katholische Arbeitnehmer-Bewegung

Trade UnionsTrade UnionsTrade UnionsTrade Unions
UNIA
comedia
vpod
SIT
div. kantonale Gewerkschaftsbünde

PartiesPartiesPartiesParties
SP Schweiz
Grüne Schweiz
EVP BS, BL, AR, FR, GR
glp BL, BS, SO
JUSO
junge Grüne
Junge EVP
ALs, PdA

FurthermoreFurthermoreFurthermoreFurthermore…………
Greenpeace
Frauen für den Frieden
Friedensrat
GSoA



GatheringGatheringGatheringGathering supportsupportsupportsupport………… celebritiescelebritiescelebritiescelebrities....

Archbishop
Desmond Tutu

Adolfo Pérez Esquivel, 
Nobel Prize laureate,
Argentina

Martin Suter, author

Stephan Eicher, singer



9 9 9 9 OctoberOctoberOctoberOctober 2009:2009:2009:2009: The arms industry spying on usThe arms industry spying on usThe arms industry spying on usThe arms industry spying on us…………



11 October 2009: 70 law university professors claim : Many arms e11 October 2009: 70 law university professors claim : Many arms e11 October 2009: 70 law university professors claim : Many arms e11 October 2009: 70 law university professors claim : Many arms exports illegalxports illegalxports illegalxports illegal



27 27 27 27 OctoberOctoberOctoberOctober 2009: 2009: 2009: 2009: ScandalScandalScandalScandal! ! ! ! StateStateStateState----ownedownedownedowned companycompanycompanycompany RuagRuagRuagRuag sponserssponserssponserssponsers nononono----campaigncampaigncampaigncampaign



1 November 2009: 1 November 2009: 1 November 2009: 1 November 2009: ScandalScandalScandalScandal! British ! British ! British ! British sniperssniperssniperssnipers useuseuseuse Swiss Swiss Swiss Swiss amunitionamunitionamunitionamunition in Afghanistanin Afghanistanin Afghanistanin Afghanistan



8 November 2009: Scandal! Swiss arms in the hands of Indian chil8 November 2009: Scandal! Swiss arms in the hands of Indian chil8 November 2009: Scandal! Swiss arms in the hands of Indian chil8 November 2009: Scandal! Swiss arms in the hands of Indian child soldiers?d soldiers?d soldiers?d soldiers?



13 November 2009: Scandal! Swiss anti13 November 2009: Scandal! Swiss anti13 November 2009: Scandal! Swiss anti13 November 2009: Scandal! Swiss anti----aircraft artillery around nuclear sites in Iranaircraft artillery around nuclear sites in Iranaircraft artillery around nuclear sites in Iranaircraft artillery around nuclear sites in Iran



25 November 2009: 25 November 2009: 25 November 2009: 25 November 2009: ScandalScandalScandalScandal! Swiss ! Swiss ! Swiss ! Swiss armsarmsarmsarms in Georgiain Georgiain Georgiain Georgia



El El El El MundoMundoMundoMundo ---- 28 November 2009  /  Le Monde 28 November 2009  /  Le Monde 28 November 2009  /  Le Monde 28 November 2009  /  Le Monde ---- 26 November 2009 / 26 November 2009 / 26 November 2009 / 26 November 2009 / TurkishTurkishTurkishTurkish WeeklyWeeklyWeeklyWeekly ---- 30 30 30 30 OctoberOctoberOctoberOctober 2009200920092009



23 23 23 23 OctoberOctoberOctoberOctober 2009: 2009: 2009: 2009: PollsPollsPollsPolls saysaysaysay: : : : TheTheTheThe raceraceracerace isisisis tighttighttighttight! ! ! ! 



OurOurOurOur opponentsopponentsopponentsopponents: Simple : Simple : Simple : Simple messagemessagemessagemessage, , , , bigbigbigbig moneymoneymoneymoney

NO to Export prohibitions
NO to the GSoA initiative

DestroyDestroyDestroyDestroy jobsjobsjobsjobs????



19 November 2009: Flashmobs 19 November 2009: Flashmobs 19 November 2009: Flashmobs 19 November 2009: Flashmobs throughoutthroughoutthroughoutthroughout SwitzerlandSwitzerlandSwitzerlandSwitzerland



OurOurOurOur opponentsopponentsopponentsopponents hadhadhadhad thethethethe moneymoneymoneymoney, , , , butbutbutbut wewewewe hadhadhadhad thethethethe musicmusicmusicmusic....



29 November 2009: A 29 November 2009: A 29 November 2009: A 29 November 2009: A blackblackblackblack daydaydayday forforforfor SwitzerlandSwitzerlandSwitzerlandSwitzerland

Which of the two is more dangerous?
Ban arms exports, not minarets!

29 November 2009, 29 November 2009, 29 November 2009, 29 November 2009, votingvotingvotingvoting daydaydayday::::

68.2 % of the voters dondondondon‘‘‘‘tttt want to ban arms exports.
57.5 % of the voter dodododo want to ban minarets.



TheTheTheThe campaigncampaigncampaigncampaign in in in in numbersnumbersnumbersnumbers

The campaign in numbers:

• 29292929‘‘‘‘500500500500 posters + 30 km30 km30 km30 km tape

• ~ 150150150150 events organised

• ~ 400400400400‘‘‘‘000000000000 leaflets distributed

• 3 Mio. CHF3 Mio. CHF3 Mio. CHF3 Mio. CHF: The budget of our opponents

• 1/10 of it1/10 of it1/10 of it1/10 of it: Our budget

• 4500450045004500 coffee cups for the campaign team

• 3 of the 53 of the 53 of the 53 of the 5 largest cities voted yes

• 71% 71% 71% 71% percent Yes in the town of Selma GR

• UncountableUncountableUncountableUncountable: Number of hours volunteers 

worked to ban arms export



Why the initiative was worth it:Why the initiative was worth it:Why the initiative was worth it:Why the initiative was worth it:

• Because we could stir an intense public debateBecause we could stir an intense public debateBecause we could stir an intense public debateBecause we could stir an intense public debate.
But talking about haemorrhoids does not solve the problem.

• Because of the governmentBecause of the governmentBecause of the governmentBecause of the government‘‘‘‘s promisess promisess promisess promises. 
No more exports to Pakistan, Egypt and Saudi Arabia.

• Because in principle, our arguments convinced the votersBecause in principle, our arguments convinced the votersBecause in principle, our arguments convinced the votersBecause in principle, our arguments convinced the voters.
65% of the Swiss don‘t want that Switzerland contri bute to war by 
selling arms. (But jobs were still more important to them.)

• Because politics is a game of pure chanceBecause politics is a game of pure chanceBecause politics is a game of pure chanceBecause politics is a game of pure chance.
We would have had a chance in a booming economic situation, against a 
hard-line right-wing minister. But not now, against a popular centrist 
minister.

• Because we rocked.Because we rocked.Because we rocked.Because we rocked.
Scores of people – especially young ones – got involved actively in the 
campaign.



WhatWhatWhatWhat‘‘‘‘ssss nextnextnextnext????

WhatWhatWhatWhat’’’’s coming up?s coming up?s coming up?s coming up?

• No to new fighter jetsNo to new fighter jetsNo to new fighter jetsNo to new fighter jets: 
The planned purchase of a new generation of fighter aircraft for the 
Swiss army probably is already off the table. But we stay on the ball.

• DonDonDonDon’’’’t keep the army rifles at home:t keep the army rifles at home:t keep the army rifles at home:t keep the army rifles at home:
A very Swiss topic…

• Abolish general conscriptionAbolish general conscriptionAbolish general conscriptionAbolish general conscription: 
Campaign is about to start.


